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Dear Subscribers and Guests:

Welcome to the Baltimore Speakers Series. Whether this is your first season 
or you have enjoyed the series since 2006, I am grateful you are with us. 

We have an exciting Series ahead of us – a season filled with extraordinary 
speakers. Thanks to these individuals, we are likely to leave the Meyerhoff 
filled with new thoughts and ideas about our place in the world. This is the 
real value of the Series – the opportunity to be engaged intellectually with 
people who make, shape or explain the events of our times.

Please take a moment to note the sponsors of the Series. It is because of
their support that we are able to bring the Series to Baltimore. Stevenson 
University is honored that these organizations believe in its value.

Thank you for your support. Enjoy the lecture.

With best regards,

Elliot Hirshman, Ph.D.
President, Stevenson University

HubbleBisbee
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One of the most highly accomplished pub-
lic figures in America today, former Attorney 
General Loretta Lynch has been a leading pro-
gressive voice during her 30+ year highly dis-
tinguished career.

Lynch is the first female African American 
Attorney General of the United States. Nomi-
nated by President Obama in November 2014, 
she was sworn in as the 83rd Attorney General 
of the United States by then-Vice President Joe 
Biden in April 2015.

Described by President Barack Obama as “the 
only lawyer in America who battles mobsters, 
drug lords and terrorists, and still has the rep-
utation for being a charming ‘people person,’” 
she has been instrumental in shaping the direc-

tion of the nation on several tough issues. She 
improved the relationship between local law 
enforcement and the communities they serve, 
and she has taken bold stances on criminal jus-
tice reform.

In 1990, after a period in private practice, 
Lynch joined the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the 
Eastern District of New York located in Brook-
lyn, the city she considers her adopted home. 
In 1999, President Bill Clinton appointed her 
to lead the office as United States Attorney, a 
post she held until 2001. Then again, in 2010, 
Lynch was appointed head U.S. Attorney by 
President Obama. Lynch has spent years in the 
trenches rising through the ranks as a prose-
cutor, aggressively fighting terrorism, financial 
fraud and cybercrime -- all while vigorously 
defending civil and human rights.

While leading the U.S. Attorney’s Office for 
the Eastern District of New York, she became 
known for the high-profile civil rights con-
viction of two Brooklyn police officers who 
brutally assaulted Haitian immigrant Abner 
Louima.

While in private practice, Lynch served as a 
volunteer legal advisor for the International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, established to 
prosecute those responsible for human rights 
violations in the 1994 genocide in that nation.

Born in Greensboro, NC, the daughter of a 
school librarian and fourth generation Baptist 
minister, Lynch was also inspired by stories 
about her grandfather, a sharecropper in the 
1930s, who helped members of his commu-
nity who had no recourse under the Jim Crow 
system.

She graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree, 
cum laude, from Harvard College in 1981, 
and received her J.D. from Harvard Law 
School in 1984.

STEVENSON UNIVERSITY
presents

LORETTA LYNCH
Tuesday, October 11, 2022



Before being tapped to head the CIA, John 
O. Brennan served as daily intelligence brief-
er to President Bill Clinton, as the founding 
director of the National Counterterrorism 
Center during President George W. Bush’s 
administration, and as Assistant for Home-
land Security and Counterterrorism for Presi-
dent Barack Obama. He was deeply involved 
in the decision-making for an array of com-
plex international issues, including Osama 
bin Laden, the Arab Spring, Benghazi, ISIS, 
Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Syria, the Iran deal, and 
Russian election meddling.

Brennan was appointed as director of the 
Central Intelligence Agency in 2013. As di-
rector, he managed intelligence collection, 
analysis, covert action, counterintelligence, 

and liaison relationships with foreign intel-
ligence services. Before becoming director, 
Brennan served at the White House for four 
years as assistant to the President for Home-
land Security and Counterterrorism. During 
that time, he advised the President on coun-
terterrorism strategy and helped coordinate 
the U.S. government’s approach to homeland 
security, including its policies for responding 
to terrorism, cyber-attacks, natural disasters 
and pandemics.

Brennan began his service in government 
at the CIA, where he worked from 1980 to 
2005. He spent most of his early career in the 
agency’s main analytic arm, the Directorate of 
Intelligence, specializing in the Near East and 
South Asia before directing counterterror-
ism analysis in the early 1990s. In 1994 and 
1995, he was the agency’s intelligence briefer 
to President Bill Clinton.

After an assignment as a chief of station in the 
Middle East, Brennan served from 1999 to 
2001 as chief of staff to the director of Central 
Intelligence. Brennan next worked as deputy 
executive director until 2003, when he began 
leading a multiagency effort to establish what 
would become the National Counterterror-
ism Center. In 2004, he became the center’s 
interim director. 

He now serves as Senior National Securi-
ty and Intelligence Analyst at NBC News 
and MSNBC and released Undaunted – My 
Fight Against America’s Enemies, at Home and 
Abroad in October 2021.

Brennan graduated from Fordham University 
with a bachelor’s degree in political science. 
He later attended the University of Texas at 
Austin, where he earned a master’s degree in 
government with a concentration in Middle 
Eastern studies. Born in Jersey City, New Jer-
sey, he is married and has three children.

STEVENSON UNIVERSITY
presents

JOHN BRENNAN
Tuesday, November 1, 2022
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At LifeBridge Health, healthcare is more than 
medical. Our team members’ passion and care 
for our community drive our willingness to do 
the right thing, even when it’s the hard thing. 
LifeBridge Health believes in wellness as a 
lifestyle, so we are proud to sponsor 
Stevenson University’s Baltimore 
Speakers Series to exchange 
new thoughts and ideas. 

ERICKA S., RN  
LIFEBRIDGE HEALTH

lifebridgehealth.org



A prominent journalist in Asia for more 
than 35 years, Maria Ressa is the co-found-
er, CEO, and Executive Editor of Rappler.
com, the top digital-only news site leading 
the fight for press freedom in the Philip-
pines. Ressa has been honored around the 
world for her courageous and bold work in 
fighting disinformation, “fake news,” and 
attempts to silence the free press.

In 2021, she was one of two journalists 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for her work 
in exposing abuses of power and growing 
authoritarianism under Philippine Pres-
ident, Rodrigo Duterte. As she accepted 
the award, Ressa called the world to ac-
tion, reminding us all that, “Without facts, 
you can’t have truth. Without truth, you 
can’t have trust. Without trust, we have 

no shared reality, no democracy, and it be-
comes impossible to deal with our world’s 
existential problems: climate, coronavirus, 
the battle for truth.”

Ressa advises organizations and corpora-
tions on corporate governance, values, and 
strategy. Her experience as a journalist and 
an entrepreneur in the digital world makes 
her a sought-after keynote speaker and pan-
elist.

For her courage and work on disinforma-
tion and “fake news,” Ressa was named 
one of Time Magazine’s 2018 Person of the 
Year, was among its 100 Most Influential 
People of 2019, and has also been named 
one of Time’s Most Influential Women 
of the Century. In 2020, she received the 
Journalist of the Year award among others.

Ressa was born in the Philippines but grew 
up in the United States after her family mi-
grated to Toms River, New Jersey in 1973. 
She attended Princeton University, graduat-
ing with a B.A. degree in English. In 1987, 
she began reporting for CNN and joined 
ABS-CBN as the director and producer of 
Probe, the first and longest-running inves-
tigative news magazine in the Philippines.

In 1988, she opened and ran CNN’s Ma-
nila Bureau for nearly a decade before mov-
ing to Indonesia and opening the network’s 
Jakarta bureau, which she ran until 2005. 

Ressa wrote Seeds of Terror: An Eyewitness 
Account of al-Qaeda’s Newest Center of Oper-
ations in Southeast Asia and From Bin Laden 
to Facebook: 10 Days of Abduction, 10 Years 
of Terrorism. She is writing her third book, 
How to Stand up to a Dictator, for publica-
tion in 2022.

STEVENSON UNIVERSITY
presents

MARIA RESSA
Tuesday, November 15, 2022

Celebrating
185 Years.

Figures include all Baltimore Sun Media websites and newspaper circulation. 

For 185 years, The Baltimore Sun has kept this region 
informed. From local news to sports, from the arts to 

politics, from commentary to so much more, The Sun is your 
leading source of information. 

We are grateful for:
185 years || 17 Pulitzer Prizes || More than 100 journalists

38 million monthly page views || 6.3 million monthly unique visitors 
73,000 digital subscribers || 646,000 weekly circulation

Reaching 449,000 Maryland households

Baltimore Sun Media Group is a proud sponsor of
2022/2023 Baltimore Speakers Series.



O W I N G S  M I L L S  C A M P U S

T H E  N E W A L U M N I
H I G H L I G H T

Stevenson Theater
Stevenson University plans to open a 
new 45,000-square-foot Theater on its 
Owings Mills campus. This new facility 
will house a black box theater, scene shop, 
student classrooms, and administrative 
and support space, and will be adjacent 
to our new Philip A. Zaffere Library, 
which is now under construction. 
This facility will serve the students of 
our Theatre and Media Performance 
program, including providing a new 
venue for the program’s four major stage 
productions per year, as well as students 
involved in other Fine Arts projects 
through our English, Fashion Design, 
Film and Moving Image, and Graphic 
Design programs. Stevenson values its 
relationships with its neighbors and 
the new Theater will allow us to host 
community groups and organizations 
for special events and cultural programs.

“Theater enlightens you, 
educates you, challenges 
you. That’s why everyone 
should support the arts, 
especially at Stevenson. 

They are doing the 
absolute best work.” 

Jordan Brown
SU Class of 2019

Theatre and Media 
Performance Major, 

whose credits include roles 
in the Washington Stage 
Guild’s 2021 production 

of “My Children! My 
Africa!” and Chesapeake 
Shakespeare Company’s 

2022 production of “Much 
Ado About Nothing”  



Erik Larson is the author of eight books, 
six of which became New York Times best-
sellers. His latest books, The Splendid and 
the Vile: A Saga of Churchill, Family, and 
Defiance During the Blitz and Dead Wake: 
The Last Crossing of the Lusitania, both hit 
no. 1 on the list soon after launch. His saga 
of the Chicago World’s Fair of 1893, The 
Devil in the White City, was a finalist for the 
National Book Award, and won an Edgar 
Award for fact-crime writing; it lingered on 
various Times bestseller lists for the better 
part of a decade. Hulu plans to adapt the 
book for a limited TV series, with Leon-
ardo DiCaprio and Martin Scorsese as ex-
ecutive producers. Larson’s In the Garden 
of Beasts, about how America’s first ambas-
sador to Nazi Germany and his daughter 

experienced the rising terror of Hitler’s 
rule, has been optioned by Tom Hanks for 
development as a feature film. He recent-
ly published an audio-only ghost story, No 
One Goes Alone, which has been optioned 
by Netflix.

Larson’s first book of narrative nonfiction, 
Isaac’s Storm, about the giant hurricane that 
destroyed Galveston, Texas, in 1900, won 
the American Meteorology Society’s presti-
gious Louis J. Battan Author’s Award. The 
Washington Post called it the “Jaws of hur-
ricane yarns.” Larson is particularly pleased 
to have won the Chicago Public Library 
Foundation’s 2016 Carl Sandburg Literary 
Award for Non-Fiction.

He graduated summa cum laude from the 
University of Pennsylvania, where he stud-
ied Russian history, language and culture; 
he received a masters in journalism from 
Columbia University. After a brief stint 
at the Bucks County Courier Times, Larson 
became a staff writer for the Wall Street 
Journal, and later a contributing writer for 
Time Magazine. His magazine stories have 
appeared in the New Yorker, the Atlantic 
Monthly, Harper’s, and other publications.

He has taught non-fiction writing at San 
Francisco State, the Johns Hopkins Writing 
Seminars, the University of Oregon, and 
the Chuckanut Writers Conference in Bell-
ingham, Wash., and has spoken to audienc-
es from coast to coast. A former resident 
of Seattle, he now lives in Manhattan with 
his wife, a retired neonatologist. They have 
three daughters in far-flung locations and 
professions. 

STEVENSON UNIVERSITY
presents

ERIC LARSON
Tuesday, January 24, 2023

Sponsor the Baltimore Speakers
Series and gain exclusive access
to some of the most influential
people in the world.

Learn about the other benefits
of a sponsorship. Contact
Chris Vaughan at 443-334-2624
or cvaughan@stevenson.edu



Scott Kelly is a former NASA astronaut and 
retired United States Navy Captain, U.S. 
spaceflight record holder, and an experienced 
test pilot having logged more than 15,000 
hours of flight time in more than 40 different 
aircraft and spacecraft.

A former fighter pilot, Kelly flew the F-14 
Tomcat aboard the aircraft carrier, USS 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. He was selected by 
NASA as an astronaut in 1996. A veteran of 
four space flights, he piloted Space Shuttle 
Discovery to the Hubble space telescope in 
1999 and subsequently commanded Space 
Shuttle Endeavour on a mission to the Inter-
national Space Station (ISS) in 2007.

Kelly’s long-duration space flight experience 
includes two flights on the Russian Soyuz 

spacecraft, launching and landing from Ka-
zakhstan, and two stays aboard the Interna-
tional Space Station as commander: the first 
a 159-day mission in 2010-2011 followed by 
his recorded-breaking 340-day mission to the 
ISS in 2015.

During his yearlong mission, known world-
wide as the “Year in Space,” he conducted three 
spacewalks before returning home in March 
2016. His Year in Space Mission was chroni-
cled in a TIME magazine documentary series 
and an Emmy award-winning PBS special.

Kelly has traveled more than 200 million 
miles, which is more than twice the distance 
to the Sun and has orbited the Earth more 
than 8,300 times.
 
He was on the cover of TIME Magazine in 
December 2014 and was named one of its 
100 Most Influential People in 2015. Kelly is 
a Fellow of the Society of Experimental Test 
Pilots and a member of the Association of 
Space Explorers.
 
In 2016 Kelly published the New York Times 
best-selling memoir Endurance: A Year in 
Space, A Lifetime of Discovery. More recently 
he published Infinite Wonder: An Astronaut’s 
Photographs from a Year in Space. He is also the 
author of two children’s books, My Journey to 
the Stars and Goodnight, Astronaut. His next 
book, Ready for Launch: An Astronaut’s Lessons 
for Success on Earth will be published in 2022.

Born and raised in Orange, New Jersey, he re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science degree in Electri-
cal Engineering from the State University of 
New York Maritime College, and a Master of 
Science degree in Aviation Systems from the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville. Kelly is 
married to Amiko, a former NASA public af-
fairs officer, and has two children, Samantha 
and Charlie, from a previous marriage. His 
identical twin brother, Mark, is also a former 
NASA astronaut and the current junior U.S. 
Senator from Arizona.

STEVENSON UNIVERSITY
presents

SCOTT KELLY
Tuesday, February 28, 2023
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Tom Friedman is an internationally renowned 
author, reporter, and columnist, and the au-
thor of seven bestselling books. The New York 
Times foreign affairs Op-Ed columnist since 
1995, he is renowned for his direct reporting 
and accessible analysis of complex issues shap-
ing the world. According to Foreign Policy mag-
azine, “Friedman doesn’t just report on events; 
he helps shape them.” Winner of three Pulitzer 
Prizes, he has covered the great stories from 
around the globe for the New York Times since 
1981. Vanity Fair called him “the country’s 
best newspaper columnist.”

With clear and compelling language, Friedman 
discusses the opportunities and challenges that 
profound “accelerations,” including technolo-
gy and connectivity, pose for society as well as 
for individuals, businesses, and governments. 

He also explores solutions — on a local and 
global level — to ensure the future of work, 
skills, income, and prosperity.

In his latest bestseller, Thank You for Being 
Late: An Optimist’s Guide to Thriving in the Age 
of Accelerations, Friedman offers a blueprint 
for overcoming the stresses and challenges of 
a world transformed by technology, globaliza-
tion, and climate change.

His previous New York Times bestseller, That 
Used to Be Us: How America Fell Behind in 
the World It Invented and How We Can Come 
Back. According to the Christian Science Moni-
tor, “Anyone who cares about America’s future 
ought to read this book and hear the authors’ 
compelling case.”

His other successes include The World is Flat, 
From Beirut to Jerusalem, Hot, Flat, and Crowd-
ed: Why We Need a Green Revolution — and 
How It Can Renew America, Longitudes and 
Attitudes: The World in the Age of Terrorism, and 
The Lexus and the Olive Tree. 

He is a frequent guest on programs such as 
Meet the Press, and Morning Joe. And his TV 
documentaries, “Searching for the Roots of 
9/11,” “The Other Side of Outsourcing,” and 
“Addicted to Oil,” have aired on the Discovery 
Channel. Friedman was featured in Showtime’s 
climate change documentary series “Years of 
Living Dangerously,” executive produced by 
James Cameron and Arnold Schwarzenegger.

In awarding Friedman his third Pulitzer Prize, 
the Pulitzer Board cited his “clarity of vision, 
based on extensive reporting, in commenting 
on the worldwide impact of the terrorist threat.”

Born in Minneapolis, Mr. Friedman received 
a B.A. degree in Mediterranean studies from 
Brandeis University in 1975. In 1978 he re-
ceived a master’s in modern Middle East stud-
ies from Oxford. His column appears in the 
New York Times every Sunday and Wednesday.

STEVENSON UNIVERSITY
presents

TOM FRIEDMAN
Tuesday, March 21, 2023
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One of the longest-serving death row pris-
oners in Alabama history and among the 
longest-serving condemned prisoners to 
be freed after presenting evidence of inno-
cence, Anthony Ray Hinton is the 152nd 
person exonerated from death row since 
1983. He was released in April 2015 after 
spending 30 years on Alabama’s death row 
for a crime he did not commit. He was re-
leased with the help of the Equal Justice 
Initiative (EJI), led by 2019 Speakers Se-
ries lecturer Bryan Stevenson.

Today, Hinton works tirelessly as Com-
munity Educator for the EJI and travels 
both nationally and internationally to 
speak about his experience. He has become 
a powerful voice against the death penal-

ty and speaks nationally about the urgent 
need for criminal justice reform. He has 
spoken at dozens of universities and con-
ferences and is an incredibly compelling 
speaker and advocate.

In 1985, Hinton was arrested and charged 
with two capital murders based solely on 
the assertion that a dusty revolver taken 
from his mother’s home was the gun used 
in both murders and in a third uncharged 
crime. EJI attorneys engaged three of the 
nation’s top firearms examiners, who testi-
fied in 2002 that the revolver could not be 
matched to crime evidence. State prosecu-
tors never questioned the new findings but 
nonetheless refused to re-examine the case 
or concede error.

After 12 more years of litigation, the U.S. 
Supreme Court reversed the lower courts, 
and a new trial was granted. The judge 
finally dismissed the charges after prose-
cutors said that scientists at the Alabama 
Department of Forensic Sciences tested 
the evidence and confirmed that the crime 
bullets cannot be matched to the Hinton 
weapon. Hinton was released.

Hinton’s inspirational memoir, The Sun 
Does Shine, How I Found Life and Freedom 
on Death Row was released in 2018 and 
featured in Oprah Winfrey’s book club in 
2019.
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